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RFD  LETTER . 

Radio  Farm  Directors  ^ 

from 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

\ 

Office  of  Information -l>i  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Breadcaster: 


April  5,  1957 
Letter  No.  763 


Yesterday  Secretary  Benson  released  the  report  of  his  Department 
Committee  which  surveyed  USDA  activities  under  the  Packers  and  Stockyards  Act. 
After  reviewing  the  Act,  its  background  and  administration  over  the  past  35 
years,  and  summarizing  the  trends,  one  of  the  chief  problems  the  report  called 
attention  to  was  the  need  for  better  public  understanding  of  operations  under 
the  Act.    Commenting  on  this,  the  Secretary  announced  that  he  is  asking  our 
Office  of  Information  to  work  with  AMS  to  see  whether  more  attention  should  be 
given  to  providing  information  on  these  activities.    He  said  we  have  a 
responsibility  for  keeping  livestock  producers  and  the  general  public  informed 
as  to  activities  under  regulatory  acts.    There  are  questions  as  to  whether 
better  coverage  of  specific  actions  and  provision  of  more  industrywide  informa- 
tion might  not  be  in  the  public  interest,  realizing  of  course  that  information 
releases  must  not  divulge  the  kind  of  information  required  to  be. kept  confi- 
dential under  the  terms  of  the  Act  itself. 

Investigations  Now  Under  Way 

The  report  indicates  that  there  are  46  important  investigations  now 
under  way  —  17  involve  meat  packers  and  29  are  primarily  concerned  with  the 
operacions  and  practices  of  stockyard  companies  and  registrants.    Of  the  17  of 
meat  packers,  5  are  about  unfair  livestock  buying  practices  while  12  are  on 
questions  of  price  discrimination  and  price  manipulations,  restriction  of 
competition  or  other  unfair  practices  in  selling  or  advertising  meat  or  other 
products.    An  approach  in  which  the  operations  of  an  individual  market  are 
investigated  and  analyzed  in  detail  continues  to  prove  itself  unusually 
effective. 

Brucellosis  Control  in  Five  Years 

Department  vets,  say  that  if  they  can  keep  up  the  present  intensified 
co-op  efforts,  bovine  brucellosis  can  be  reduced  to  1  percent  or  less  through- 
out the  United  States  within  the  next  five  years.    They  have  just  issued  USDA 

Ag.  Handbook  No.  119  telling  how  they  plan  to  do  it  Today  at  White 

Sulphur  Springs,  W.  Va. ,  ARS  Dr.  M.  R.  Clarkson  is  telling  the  Animal  Health 
Institute  the  plans,  now  in  the  preliminary  drawings  stage,  for  the  new  live- 
stock domestic  disease  laboratory  near  Ames,  Iowa,  which  he  expects  will  be 
finished  and  in  operation  by  i960.    It  will  replace  animal  disease  facilities 
now  at  Beltsville  and  the  old  facilities  abandoned  here  in  the  Department.  .  . 
As  a  result  of  the  recent  blizzard,  USDA  announced  today  the  emergency  feed 
programs  in  Colorado  have  been  extended  through  April  20  for  enough  feeds  to 
carry  eligible  livestock  through  May  15.  .  .  .Yesterday  the  Department  awarded 
contracts  to  three  aerial  spraying  firms  to  apply  2,^00,000  gallons  of  DDT- oil 
mixture  m  three  northeastern  states  in  the  co-op  Federal-State  gypsy  moth 
program. 
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Plowing  Matches  "by  Closed- Circuit  TV 

Norman  Kraeft,  WON,  Chicago,  tells  us  plans  are  going  forward  for  some- 
thing new  in  television  pick-up  at  the  Illinois  plowing  matches  and  soil 
conservation  days  next  Labor  Day  weekend  near  Huntley,  McHenry  County,  111. 
Instead  of  having  visitors  ride  hay  wagons  to  the  demonstrations  on  Colleen's 
Cote  farm  and  adjacent  fields,  the  demonstrations  will  be  brought  to  visitors 
on  closed  circuit  big  screen  television  receivers.    Other  outdoor  farm  events 
will  include  field  demonstrations  on  farm  machinery,  construction  of  farm 
buildings,  demonstrations  of  the  newest  equipment  for  the  farm  heme.  Norman 
says  they  hope  to  have  displays  and  demonstrations  to  show  what  farming  and 
farm  living  may  be  like  10,  20  or  50  years  from  now.    He  calls  the  whole  show 
"Farmerama-57;  the  World's  Fair  of  Agriculture." 

Farm  Real  Estate  Market  Analysis 

In  their  "Current  Developments  in  the  Farm  Real  Estate  Market"  released 
Wednesday,  USDA  research  economists  analyze  the  causes  of  the  upward  trend 
in  farm  real  estate  values.    They  note  that  the  combined  effect  of  many  forces, 
both  within  and  without  agriculture,  has  been  strong  enough  to  offset  the 
effect  of  reduced  farm  income  on  land  values.    They  find  the  strongest  of  the 
forces  within  agriculture  has  come  from  the  demand  from  farmers  for  more  land 
with  which  to  enlarge  their  present  operations.    But  both  farm  and  nonfarm 
people  seem  to  think  the  growing  population  and  a  fixed  supply  of  land  will 
assure  a  slow  but  steady  increase  in  the  price  of  farmland.    The  economists 
suggest  this  may  be  judging  the  future  too  much  by  the  past.    They  say,  barring 
unforeseen  emergencies,  our  agricultural  plant  can  meet  the  needs  of  an  expand- 
ing population.    As  far  as  the  next  generation  is  concerned,  the  pressure  of 
population  on  food  supplies  giving  rise  to  "scarcity  value"  of  land  seems  a 
rather  remote  possibility.    The  researchers  point  out  that  in  some  parts  of 
the  country,  especially,  the  potential  site  value  of  land  for  residential, 
industrial,  highway,  and  other  nonfarm  uses  often  tends  to  effect  farm  land 
pricing  throughout  a  farming  community  when  even  a  few  properties  are  sold 
for  nonfarm  uses.    As  a  result,  the  economists  point  out,  many  farms  are 
priced  at  a  higher  level  than  can  be  supported  by  prospective  farm  income. 

Agriculture  Key  to  Egyptian  Situation 

To  ease  the  pressure  of  fast  growing  population  on  limited  land,  FAS 
Quentin  West  figures  Egypt  will  have  to  bring  more  land  into  cultivation  and 
build  up  its  industries.    He  says  agriculture  is  the  country's  basic  problem. 
He  analyzes  the  Egyptian  situation  in  the  April  issue  of  USDA's  "Foreign 
Agriculture"  ....  U.S.  Asst.  Ag.  Attache  Raymond  West,  at  Ottawa,  reports 
Canadian  imports  of  U.S.  fruits  have  broken  all  records.    He  cautions  if 
U.S.  is  to  remain  a  preferred  market  for  U.S.  fruits,  our  fruit  industry 
must  cater  to  Canadian  housewives  with  better  packaging  and  the  shipment  of 
only  high  quality  fruit.  .  .Other  articles  discuss  our  trade  relations  with 
the  Philippines;  growth  of  U.S.  and  Canadian  wheat  exports;  Indonesia's  race 
with  rice;  U.S.  Farmers'  Market  in  Japan;  and  our  agricultural  trade  with 

Ghana  and  Nigeria  Speaking  of  fruit,  Dr.  Paul  L.  Harding,  ARS  will 

tell  about  Citrus  Quality  Control  in  Florida,  over  the  AEC  network,  Sat. 
April  13  on  "The  American  Farmer".    Taste  tests  were  correlated  with  physical 
characteristics  of  the  fruit  in  working  out  standards  to  hold  poorer  stuff 
off  market.    USDA's  "Top  of  the  Farm  News"  is  also  heard  on  this  program. 
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Farming:    Wide-Spaced  City  Life  (Release  Apr.  Ik) 

Not  only  are  radio  and  television  bringing  city  life  to  the  farm,  "but 
many  farm  chores  are  now  done  in  town  or  "by  town  folks.    Such  services  as  con- 
tract hauling  of  livestock  and  other  farm  products,  pickup  of  eggs  and  milk, 
custom  harvesting,  weed  control,  insect  control  and  other  things  farmers  used 
to  do  themselves  are  now  often  done  by  city  industries  or  city  people.  In 
some  whole  branches  of  farming,  such  as  broiler  production,  town  and  country 
interests  are  closely  linked.    If  you  now  tried  to  sleep  it  off  as  Rip  Van 
Winkle  did,  our  researchers  are  sure  you'd  wake  up  twenty  years  from  now  to 
find  the  trend  had  continued  while  you  slept.    As  they  put  it,  by  1975  "the 
roots  of  the  rural  community  will  be  sunk  deeper  into  urban  ground."  The 
advance  dated  release  going  forward  to  you  will  give  you  further  details. 
Strikes  us  that  this  would  make  a  good  basis  for  several  radio  and  TV  features  - 
Look  it  over. 

Hybrid  Sorghum  Revolution  Under  Way 

Because  grain  sorghum  is  the  only  satisfactory  crop  to  replace  winter 
wheat  and  cotton  in  the  Great  Plains,  and  drier  parts  of  the  Corn  Belt,  the 
swing  to  hybrid  sorghums  is  moving  fast.    This  week  our  sorghum  specialists 
predicted  a  fourth  to  half  of  this  year's  total  acreage  in  sorghum  for  grain 
will  be  planted  to  12  new  hybrid  varieties  produced  and  tested  last  year. 
They  say  hybrid- sorghum  production  has  developed  so  fast  there  has  been  no 
opportunity  for  long-time  testing  of  the  new  hybrids.    They  warn  that  the 
new  hybrids  are  still  on  trial  and  suggest  that  farmers  plant  one  or  more 
hybrids  adapted  to  their  part  of  the  country  and  their  conditions  and  compare 
them  with  standard  varieties.    They  say,  however,  that  the  average  farmer  who 
buys  hybrid  sorghum  seed  and  produces  a  grain  or  forage  crop  will  find  the 
growing  and  harvesting  the  new  varieties  is  little  different  from  production 
of  standard  varieties.    Tests  of  the  hybrids  show  they  should  yield  20  to  ko 
percent  more  than  standard  varieties.    Some  of  the  hybrids  have  larger  seed, 
and  the  breeders  say  it  may  prove  possible  to  develop  hybrids  with  seed  twice 
the  size  of  present  varieties.    They  figure  that  would  benefit  both  the  live- 
stock feeders  and  the  milling  industry,  because  the  larger  seed  would  yield 
more  starch  and  be  more  comparable  to  corn.    Co-op  sorghum-breeding  work  is 
underway  at  State  experiment  stations  in  Texas,  Neb.,  Kans.,  and  Okla. ,  and 
commercial  companies  are  also  breeding  new  grain  sorghum  hybrids. 

Programs  on  Livestock  Auction  Markets 

Rex  Messersmith.  WNAX,  Yankton,  who  does  a  10  min.  daily  "South  Dakota 
Sales  Ring"  show  sponsored  by  11  livestock  auction  markets,  wants  to  know 
what  other  RFDs  have  livestock  auction  market  news  programs?    He  knows  KCTA, 
Rapid  City  and  KRVN,  Lexington,  Neb.,  have  similar  program.    He's  sure  there 
are  many  others  over  the  country,  but  doesn't  know  which  farm  directors  and 
stations  are  involved.    The  reason  Rex  wants  to  contact  them  is  that  C.  T. 
"Tad"  Sanders,  Exec.  Sec'y  of  the  American  National  Livestock  Auction  Ass'n 
has  asked  him  to  arrange  and  moderate  a  panel  discussion  about  livestock 
market  news  programs  on  radio  for  their  June  convention  -  Of  course,  we,  too, 
would  like  to  know.  .  .  .Next  Sat.  April  13,  Producer  Milt  Bliss  of  the 
National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  promises  to  bring  to  the  NBC  net  the  "Highlights 
from  the  National  Institute  for  Animal  Agriculture"  at  Purdue  University, 

Lafayette,  Ind  Clean  "Up,  Check  Up,  Fix  Up  in  order  to  Break  Up 

dangerous  habits  and  stop  the  causes  of  fire.    As  "Sparky"  says:  "Don't 
give  fire  a  place  to  start." 
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Easier- to- Understand  Food  Talk 

Influences  on  our  eating  got  a  good  going  over  at  the  National  Nutrition 
Education  Conference  which  met  here  this  week.    These  educators,  nutritionists, 
and  home  economists  agreed  that  getting  folks  interested  in  eating  to  keep  healthy 
is  not  always  easy  -  not  as  simple  and  easy  as  it  should  be,  to  get  results. 
They  find  that  learning  has  got  to  be  a  pretty  pleasant  situation  for  the  prac- 
tice of  good  nutrition  really  to  hit  home.    They  figure  we  need  plans  for 
nutrition  education  of  all  groups.    They  have  in  mind  a  more  integrated  program 
in  which  accurate  information  will  be  available  to  different  types  of  people 
who  are  in  a  position  to  influence  the  way  we  eat.    They  think  that  food  facts 
geared  to  educational  and  age  levels  would  mean  fewer  people  down  on  something 
because  they're  not  up  on  it. 

Salute  to  E.  N.  C.  NATRFD 

Ted  Hutchcroft,  of  this  office,  is  in  Louisville,  Ky. ,  representing  us 
at  the  East  North  Central  NATRFD  spring  meeting  there  this  weekend.    On  the  way 
back  he  will  visit  radio  and  TV  set-ups  at  Indiana  University  and  other  Hoosier 
State  spots.  .  .  .  CBS  Claude  Mahoney  claims  he  has  been  upstaged  by  a  hog. 
Conway  Robinson,  WBAL,  Baltimore,  asked  to  take  Claude's  picture  at  Beltimore's 
spring  hog  show  but  when  some  fine  hogs  came  along  Conway  took  them  instead. 
•  •  •  . "Better  Irrigation"  for  the  humid  parts  of  the  country  is  going  out  next 
week  in  a  15  still  photos  USDA  TV  package.    These  pix  will  cover  how  to  cover 
the  field  with  water  -  it's  far  from  being  all  wet,  the  latest  research  on 
the  subject!  .  .  .  .Especially  for  radio  and  press  people  in  Northeast;  Val 
Johnson,  of  Gypsy  Moth  Control  Program,  Moorestown,  N.J. ,  will  address  the  joint 
NE  NATRFD  and  MACE  meeting  at  Hotel  New  Yorker,  April  9  at  11:30  a.m. 
Immediately  afterward  he'll  be  available  for  news  conference  to  answer  questions 
of  special  local  interest  about  program  and  how  it  will  operate.  .  .  .  Gov.  R.B. 
Tootell,  FCA,  will  talk  with  Hollis  Seavey  about  the  Cooperative  Farm  Credit 
Services  April  13,  over  the  Clear  Channel  stations. 

AMS  Warns  Potato  Growers 

If  potato  growers  carry  out  their  announced  potato  planting  plans  and 
get  average  yields,  they'll  have  6  percent  more  potatoes  than  the  USDA  acreage 
guide  estimated  would  meet  all  '57  needs.    Fortunately,  growers  still  have  time 
to  make  changes  in  their  late  summer  and  fall  acreages.    Usually  these  acreages 
make  up  four-fifths  of  the  year's  crop.    Also  unless  large  storage  stocks  of 
March  1  are  marketed  fast,  growers  of  early  and  late  spring  potatoes  will  face 
stronger  competition  than  in  the  spring  of  '56.  .  .  . 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  t;  Television  Service 

P.S.    Harry  Hunt,  BBC,  London,  today  reveals  plans  for  a  farm  TV  show 
"specifically  designed  for  the  farmer  by  way  of  education  and  information,  and 
not  a  rural  programme  designed  for  the  general  viewer".    For  all  of  Britain,  it 
will  originate  in  Birmingham,  in  the  Midlands,  starting  this  fall.  Congratula- 
tions, Harry.    We'll  be  looking  forward  to  seeing  a  kinescope.    Meanwhile,  the 
BBC  Director  of  Television,  Gerald  Beadle,  will  be  in  the  U.S.  in  late  April 
and  May. 
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RFO  LETTER 

to  m 

Radio  Farm  Directory  ^ 

From  \ 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U^Oepartment  of  Agricultur 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


April  12,  1957 
Letter  No.  j6k 


This  morning  Chief  Layne  Beaty  left  fox;RaJ*righ,  N.C.,to  take  in  the 
Southeastern  Regional  NATRFD  meeting  ther\.  *  Ws  past  weekend,  he  and  Jack 
Towers  were  in  New  York  City  to  the  coordiWed  and  combined  Northeastern 
Regional  NATRFD  meeting,  the  Radio  Workshop  sponsored  by  the  National  Project 
in  Agricultural  Communications  and  Rutgers  University,  and  the  Northeastern 
regional  meeting  of  the  American  Association  of  Agricultural  College  Editors. 
U.v.  m  reports  later  in  this  Letter).    While  they  were  participating  in 
that  big  three-ring  show,  Ted  Hutchcroft  was  representing  us  at  the  East  North 
Central  regional  NATRFD  meeting  in  Louisville.    He's  back  today  after  stops 
a 0  several  radio  and  TV  stations  en  route,  to  help  us  keep  up  on  what  the 
public  wants  from  this  office. 

Let's  Help  with  Radio  Week 

National  Radio  Week  is  set  for  May  5  to  11.    We're  fairly  familiar  with 
the^recent  success  of  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  on  February  2,  which  the  National 
Ass  n  of  Radio  and  TV  Broadcasters,  and  management  generally,  played  a  big 
role  m  putting  over.    Now,  Chief  Beaty  suggests  let's  help  the  boss  to  call 
up  public  recognition  for  the  medium  of  radio.    Promotion  kits,  similar  to 
the  ones  for  FB  Day,  have  gone  out  from  NARTB  to  radio  stations,  that  are  full 
of  ideas  for  local  promotion  of  radio.    Government  agencies,  trade  associations, 
religious,  social,  civic  and  fraternal  organizations  are  cooperating.  As 
Layne  says,  "Let's  find  a  wheel  and  put  a  shoulder  to  it".    Ask  your  station 
manager  how  you  can  help,  and  suggest  some  ways  yourself.    Television  Week 
comes  next  fall. 

Farm  Animal  Balancing  Act 

Can  we  balance  agricultural  production  and  consumption  through  animal 
agriculture?    Under  Secretary  True  Morse  not  only  thinks  we  can,  but  says  it 
is  highly  desirable  to  do  so.    That  is  what  he  told  the  National  Institute  of 
Animal  Agriculture  meeting  at  Purdue  University  Tuesday.    He  pointed  out  the 
key  problem  is  the  need  for  balance  between  production  and  market  demand  for 
farm  products.    Last  year,  he  said,  the  average  person  ate  more  red  meat  than 
since  records  began.    People  want  more  meat,  milk  and  eggs  than  they  are 
getting.    He  insists  markets  for  these  products  can  be  expanded.    He  emphasized, 
however,  that  markets  for  more  animal  products  must  be  brought  into  actual 
being  before  we  produce  for  them.    Reckless  increases  could  be  ruinous,  when 
not  geared  to  market  demands.    He  indicated  that  in  dealing  with  surpluses 
our  success  depends  upon  the  quality  and  desirability  of  the  food  with  which 
stomachs  are  filled.    He  figured  that  if  all  the  25  million  acres  diverted 
frcm  corn,  wheat  and  cotton  were  used  for  feed  grains,  hay  and  pasture,  and 
used  for  cattle  production    they  would  provide  only  about  h  percent  more  red 
meat  than  was  produced  in  '53. 
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"Creative  Thinking"  and  "Feedback" 

Chief  Beaty  reports  that  the  NATRFD-AAACE  northeast  regional  joint 
meeting  last  weekend  in  New  York,  which  was  scheduled  to  overlap  slightly  the 
northeast  regional  farm  and  home  radio  workshop,  devoted  itself,  like  the 
workshop,  mainly  to  ideas. 

Regional  NATRFD  chairman  Conway  Robinson,  WBAL,  Baltimore,  called  the 
farm  broadcasters  together  at  7:30  a.m.  Sunday  breakfast  with  himself  and  Mrs. 
Robinson,  Don  Tuttle,  WGY,  Schenectady,  Frank  Atwood,  OTIC,  Hartford,  John 
McDonald,  WSM,  Nashville,  Bert  Hutchison,  Jack  Towers  and  Layne  Beats'-  (all 
USDA)  present.    John  doesn't  belong  in  that  region,  but  is  a  new  member  of 
the  board  of  the  Nat'l  Project  of  Agri.  Comm.  and  was  up  to  observe  the  work- 
shop. .  .  ,  .Conway  called  another  business  meeting  of  the  group  that  evening 
with  John  Fulton  Lewis,  Am.  Farm  Bur.  Fed.,  Mrs.  Tuttle  and  Don  Lerch, 
Washington,  added  to  the  group „    Don  made  a  report  on  the  sales  presentation 
materials  now  in  preparation  for  NATRFD.    Other  reports  were  made  on  Farm 
Broadcasting  Day  and  plans  for  future  workshops. 

Conway,  who  is  a  member  of  the  steering  committee,  and  Frank  played 
active  roles  in  the  workshop  as  leaders  of  discussions,  panel  members  and 
speakers.    Phil  Alampi  (ex-WRCA,  New  York,  now  N.J.  Sec'y  of  Agri.)  was  one 
of  the  workshop  consultants  and  spoke  on  "Promotion  for  Success",  urging  farm 
broadcasters,  commercial  and  otherwise,  to  advertise,  promote  and  publicize 
their  broadcasts  as  well  as  to  do  a  good  job  on  the  air.    Merle  Galusha,  ex-RFD, 
now  manager  of  WGY,  Schenectady,  spoke  on  management's  view  of  planning.  Other 
consultants  included  men  and  women  distinguished  in  the  fields  of  listener  re- 
search and  psychology  at  networks,  stations,  advertising  agencies,  and 
universities.    Dr.  Herb  True,  of  Notre  Dame,  well  known  to  farm  broadcasters, 
gave  two  animated,  illustrated  lectures  on  "Creative  Thinking". 

The  event  took  on  real  workshop  aspects  for  a  while  when  the  participants 
divided  into  groups  to  tussle  with  exercise  problems  of  farm  and  home 
programming,  involving  listener  surveys,  sponsorship,  relations  with  the  Land 

Grant  Colleges,  wishes  of  management,  etc  The  most-used  word  of  the 

workshop  was  "feedback".,  meaning,  in  this  case,  what  listeners  do  in  response 
to  your  output  and  how  you  find  out  about  it.    This,  after  all,  is  the 
measure  of  success,  instead  of  how  much  you  do  on  the  air  and  how  many  people 
listen.    About  70  persons  registered  for  the  workshop. 
Frosty  Tingles  Broadcasters  Ears 

Jack  Towers  points  out  that  the  workshop  registered  strong  in  practical 
psychology  when  Dr.  Forest  L.  (Frosty)  Whan,  of  Kansas  State  College,  gave 
some  good  tips  on  how  to  get  and  hold  listener  interest.    Dr.  Whan  killed  for- 
ever the  old  introduction  that  starts:  "We  have  with  us  today...."  Instead, 
he  suggested  grabbing  listeners  right  by  the  ears  with  a  question  -  "Would 
you  like  a  cotton  shirt  you'd  never  have  to  iron?"    Then,  to  hold  attention,  he 
suggested  sprinkling  a  story  with  commands  such  as  "imagine  this",  and  "picture 
this".    "Frosty"  said  it  really  pays  off  to  flatter  your  listener  with:  "Of 
course  you  know  that  .  .  .  ."  and  "You'll  remember  this".    The  listener  may 
neither  know  nor  remember.  .  .  .but  he'll  think  he  ought  to.    He  premised  your 
radio  story  will  be  a  better  one  if  you  use  good  word  pictures,  and  good 
comparisons  with  things  folks  know  about.    Above  all,  he  said  "keep  it  simple, 
and  use  "ear"  words. 

As  the  Chief  remarked:  "We  can't  tell  you  everything  that  went  on,  but 
maybe  the  impressions  we  gained  there  will  be  showing  up  in  our  future  output 
of  radio  material.    He  reported  plans  for  future  regional  farm  and  home  radio 
upgrading  workshops  have  been  pigeonholed  for  now,  but  announcement  of  one 
for  the  Southeast  this  fall  is  expected  in  due  course.    Are  you  listening?  .  .  . 
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Bluest  Airplane  Spray  Flan  Starts  Apr.  16 


Val  Johnson,,  USDA  plant  pest  control  division,  laid  before  the  NATRFD- 
AAACE  Northeast,  the  plans  for  the  biggest  aerial  spraying  program  ever  conducted 
in  the  U.S.    That's  hov  he  characterized  the  plan  to  wipe  out  that  serious  pest 
of  forests  and  shade  trees,  the  gypsy  moth.    Sprajang  begins  near  Rev  York  City 
April  16.    Val  says  they  think  they  have  a  good,  newsy  story  to  tell  -  one 
with  an  opportunity  for  public  service  at  the  same  time.    Progress  reports  will 
be  issued  from  time  to  time  and  a  continuous  flow  of  information  on  the  program 
will  be  maintained  insofar  as  possible.    Supervisors  of  all  units  will  be  ready 
to  answer  questions  and  help  prepare  programs.    They  have  a  k-min.  movie  ready 
for  release  to  TV  stations.    New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania  are  the 
States  most  immediately  concerned  with  the  program  itself.    A  6-min.  radio 
program  tape  in  three  self-sustaining  parts  and  carrying  a  statement  by  Secretary 
Benson  has  also  been  distributed. 

fixture  Feed  Prospects  Improved 

This  week  the  USDA  Crop  Reporting  Board  reported  rains  and  snows  over 
much  of  the  central  and  southern  Great  Plains  have  eased  the  drought  situation 
and  pasture  feed  prospects  have  improved  considerably.    In  fact,  topsoil  moisture 
conditions  now  seem  favorable  over  much  of  the  country.    The  Board  said  the  '57 
spring  grazing  season  got  off  to  the  best  start  in  the  past  three  years.  .  .  . 
In  spite  of  important  gains  for  winter  wheat  in  March  and  early  April,  now 
estimated  at  hh  million  bushels  above  the  Dec.  1  forecast,  the  Board  said  con- 
ditions indicated  a  crop  9  percent  smaller  than  last  year  and  22  percent  below 
average.    On  the  other  hand,  the  indicated  yield  of  18.2  bu.  per  seeded  acre 
would  be  the  second  highest  on  record.    Abandonment  will  be  heavy  in  the 
Panhandle  of  Oklahoma  and  Texas,  se  Colo.,  and  w.  Kansas,  as  moisture  came  too 

late  there  to  save  much  of  the  seeded  acreage  The  combined  farm  stocks 

of  corn,  oats,  barley  throughout  the  country  were  almost  1  percent  more  than 
this  time  last  year,  with  stocks  of  corn  the  second  largest  on  record.  Farm 
stocks  of  soybeans  were  almost  double  the  stocks  of  last  year  and  well  over 
twice  the  average  stocks. 

 On  his  way  back  from  Region  k  NATRFD  meet  at  Louisville,  Ted  Hutchcroft 

visited  with  several  Indiana  and  Ohio  farm  broadcasters:    Bill  Anderson  and 
Jack  Davenport,  WITV,  Bloomington;  Harry  Martin,  WFMB,  Harry  Andrews,  WIBC, 
and  Ass' t  Co.  Agt.  Bob  Hoffman,  Indianapolis;  Bob  McDerrnott,  WSBT,  South  Bend; 
Jay  Gould,  WOWO,  and  Wayne  Rothgeb,  WKJG,  Fort  Wayne;  and  Charles  Dargan,  KYW, 
Cleveland.    More  on  what  he  saw  later  

Three-State  Rural  Development  Workshop 

A  three-State  (Ky. ,  Tenn. ,  and  W.  Va. )  regional  rural  development 
conference  is  set  for  Lexington,  Ky. ,  May  13-15-    The  first  two  days  will  be 
workshop  problem- solving  sessions  and  the  last  day  a  general  session  on 
"Education  and  Rural  Development"  -  The  place:    U.  of  Ky.  .   .Under  Secretary 
True  Morse  will  kick  off  the  3  clay  meeting  with  a  talk  on  "Opening  Wider  the 
Doors  of  Opportunity."  .  .   .  .Today  USDA  extended  emergency  feed  programs  in 

119  Texas  counties  Secretary  Benson  pointed  out  today  that  we  must 

speed  up  tree  planting  in  the  U.S.    Get  more  people  planting  trees  

Let's  go  fishing  -  -  Farmers  built  a  record  87,^30  farm  ponds  last  year.  That 
makes  £03, COO  farm  ponds  so  far  built  with  SCS  technical  help  -  most  built  as 
part  of  a  basic  conservation  plan  farmers  developed  for  their  entire  farm  in 
cooperation  with  the  2,726  soil  conservation  districts.   .   .Farmers  have  also 
converted  more  than  k, 600,000  acres  of  their  poorer  cropland  to  trees  and 
grass  in  past  three  years. 


*+  - 


Network  Farm  Topics  for  Apr i 1  15-20 

"How  Our  Farm  Crops  are  Selling  on  the  World  Market"  ,  a  13  piece,  photo 
and  chart,  TV  program  package,  being  mailed  April  187  will  Sive  information 
from  FAS  on  various  commodities,  such  as  wheat,  cotton,  corn,  tobacco,  feed 
grains  and  dairy  products.    The  charts  will  show  the  trends.    The  pictures, 
ship- loadings,  etc. 

"Use  of  our  Surplus  Food",  a  home  feature  with  Janet  Christensen,  USDA, 
plus  "Four  Out standing  Young  Farmers"  named  by  U.S.  Jaycees.  Both 
features  on  "Farm  and  Home  Hour""' over  NBC  network,  Sat.  April  20. 

1 ' Impr ove d  Whe at  St  andar ds ' '  with  Bert  Whitlock,  AMS,  and  "Feeding  Mesquite 
in  Texas"  with  Dick' Hickerson,  Texas  A  &  M,  are  both  featured  on 
"The  American  Farmer"  program  over  the  ABC  network,  Sat.  April  20. 

"Representing  American  Farmers  in  Other  Countries"  will  be  discussed  by 
Charles  Elkinton,  U.S.  Ag.  Attache  to  Brazil,  with  Layne  Beaty,  over 
Hollis  Seavey's  "Agriculture  USA"  program  on  the  Clear  Channel  stations. 

Tape  on  Wheat  Grade  Problem 

At  the  request  of  several  RFDs  from  wheat  states,  Bert  Whitlock,  dir.  of 
the  Grain  Division  of  AMS  and  Jack  Towers  have  prepared  a  3-rain.  tape  on  the 
important  wheat  grade  problem  and  the  reason  for  the  recent  grade  changes. 
Yours  for  the  blank  tape.    Order  by  name  and  number    5QVf  --  "Wheat  Grades 

Revised"  Which  reminds  us,  a  Greek  trade  mission  is  coming  to  the  U.S. 

April  1^.,  to  learn  more  about  the  availability  and  quality  of  American  wheat  - 
part  of  USDA's  continuing  activity  promoting  better  foreign  understanding  of 
U.S.  farm  products.    These  Greeks  go  to  Web.,  Kans.  and  Okla. 

Region  k  Gets  Set  for  Washington 

Ted  Hutchcroft,  our  representative  at  the  East  North  Central  regional 
NATRFD  meeting  at  Louisville  last  weekend,  reports  that  gathering  of  the  clan 
goes  down  in  his  books  as  a  definite  success.    He  gives  WHAS'  Barney  Arnold  and 
his  side-kick  Hayden  Timmons  much  of  the  credit.    He  says  it  all  started  Friday 
evening  with  TRFDs  as  guests  of  the  Louisville  Ag.  Club  and  the  Ag.  Committee 
of  the  C  of  C.    Former  NATRFD  prexy  John  McDonald  spoke  on  the  purposes  and 
objectives  of  the  organization.    Current  Veep  Wes  Seyler,  WIBW,  gave  a  report 
on  the  Great  Plains  drought  situation.    And  NBC's  Milt  Bliss  spoke  on  the 
"Agricultural  Situation  as  I  see  it."  .  .  .  .Saturday  the  hosts  had  a  full  day 
lined  up,  starting  off  with  breakfast  with  the  Federal  Land  Bank  folks  in 
Louisville.    Then  followed  a  tour  to  Churchill  Downs,  the  Bourbon  Stockyards, 
the  new  Kentucky  State  Fair  Grounds,  three  farms  (an  Angus  breeder,  a  thorough- 
bred breeding  farm,  and  a  Hereford  farm),  climaxed  by  a  tasty  chicken  barbecue 
at  Larry's  Gulch.  .  .  .Maynard  Eertsch,  WLS,  chairraanned  the  brief  business 
meeting  on  Sunday  morning.    Final  feature  of  the  program  was  a  panel  discussion 
by  Clyde  Keathley,  WRFD,  Bill  Alford,  WLS,  and  Bill  Anderson,  WTTV,  on  the 
amount  and  types  of  services  a  TRFD  should  render  his  sponsor.  .  .  .  Ted  says 
lots  and  lots  of  shop  talk  and  exchange  of  notes  on  farm  broadcasting  were 
squeezed  into  this  busy  meeting.    He  also  reports  a  good  many  of  the  TRFDs 
indicated  they  would  be  in  Washington  in  June  for  the  NATRFD  spring  meeting. 
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Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


April  19,  1957 
Letter  No.  765 


Today  the  President's  Commission  on  Increased  Industrial  Use  of  Agri- 
cultural Products  issued  an  interim  report.    Final  report  is  set  for  June  15 . 
The  Commission  members  see  nothing  in  the  outlook  "between  now  and  1965,  and 
probably  much  later ,  to  indicate  that  food  demand  will  expand  enough  to  absorb 
our  increasing  agricultural  production.    They  emphasize  that  greatly  expanded 
basic  research  is  essential  to  develop  new  industrial  uses  to  their  fullest. 
They  also  emphasize  the  need  for  new  crops  to  prevent  surpluses.    They  point  out 
that  one  way  to  prevent  production  of  surpluses  is  to  grow  something  else  in 
the  surplus-producing  land.    They  say  any  new  crop  that  American  farmers  can 
grow  profitably  will  have  such  an  effect  indirectly.    If  the  new  crop  can  he 
used  industrially  the  advantage  will  he  still  greater. 

World  Cultivating  Prehistoric  Crops 

The  Commissioners  point  out  that  of  some  250,000  species  of  higher  plant 
now  identified,  about  150  of  them  account  for  most  of  the  world's  cultivated 
crops  and  most  of  them  date  from  prehistoric  times.    With  no  labs  or  scientific 
instruments  to  find  out  valuable  things  in  such  plant  products,  prehistoric 
farmers  must  have  passed  over  many  which  might  yield  other  types  of  products  to 
modern  techniques.    The  Commissioners  suggest  a  greatly  expanded  program  for 
procuring  potential  new  crop  plants  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  to  be  studied 
chemically  and  biologically  for  new  uses.    This  is  just  one  of  the  many  sugges- 
tions contained  in  the  report.    The  chief  recommendations  are  for  at  least 
three  times  the  funds  now  going  into  ag.  research  and  on  ways  such  funds  should 
be  used  in  administering  the  Industrial  Uses  and  New  Crops  program. 

1958  Wheat  Crop  Programs 

Secretary  Benson  today  announced  1958-Crop  Wheat  Acreage,  quota,  and 
price  support  programs.    With  wheat  supplies  56  percent  above  the  marketing 
quota  level,  he  was  required  to  again  proclaim  wheat  marketing  quotas.  He 
proclaimed  a  national  wheat  acreage  allotment  of  55  million  acres,  the  smallest 
number  permitted  by  law,  and  announced  the  State  shares  of  that  national  allot- 
ment.   The  Secretary  set  June  20  this  year  as  the  date  for  a  referendum  for 
farmers  to  decide  whether  or  not  they  approve  quotas.    He  set  the  support  price 
for  next  year's  crop  wheat  in  the  36-State  commercial  area  at  $1.78  a  bushel, 
if  quotas  are  approved,  to  reflect  75  percent  parity  called  for  by  the  wheat 
supply,  estimated  as  l4l.8  percent  of  the  normal  supply.    See  your  County  ASC 
Committee  for  further  details.    Wheat  farmers  will  be  informed  of  the  acreage 
allotments  for  their  farms  in  advance  of  the  June  20  wheat  quota  referendum. 
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Southeast  Regional  N^j^Djfeeting 

Regional  chairman  Ted  Hyman,  N.C.  State  Col.,  and  his  colleagues  hosted 
the  sixth  annual  southeast  regional  meeting  of  NATRFD  in  Raleigh  last  weekend 
which,  by  general  agreement,  was  the  best  attended,  most  completely  programmed 
and  successful  so  far.    Seventy-seven  registrants  were  counted,  including  19 
wives  who  had  a  one-day  program  of  their  own0 

Emphasis  was  on  sponsor  relationships,  with  sponsors'  representatives 
taking  an  active  part  in  the  program,  participating  in  panel  discussions^ and 
making  featured  talks  on  sponsor-broadcaster  teamwork.    All  meals,  sociao.  nours 
and  milk-breaks  from  Friday  through  Sunday  morning  breakfast  were  hosted  by 
commercial  firms  or  trade  associations.  _  ■ 

Vestal  Taylor,  VJFLB,  Fayetteville ,  N.C.,  was  elected  regional  cnairman 
for  calendar  year  1958.    Now  hale  and  hearty,  he  had  been  forced  by  illness  to 
retire  from  this  office  in  1955-    On  Vestal's  invitation,  the  group  voted  to 
hold  next  year's  conclave  at  Fayetteville.    Crawford  Roquemore,  WBAM,  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  and  Homer  Quann,  WSVA,  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  were  elected  new  directors. 
Arrival  of  the  stork  at  home  kept  Homer  from  attending  the  meeting.  Congratula- 
tions, °^a^'Mahone^  CBS^  Washington,  lost  a  front  tooth  during  a  rough  flight 
to  Raleigh  which,  however,  caused  him  less  consternation  than  losing  his  luggage 
for  a  while.    The  missing  incisor  actually  helped  him  do  a  Pushed  job  of  pre- 
siding at  one  of  the  luncheons,  when  Claude  lisped  and  whistled  his  way  thiough 
a  scholarly  talk  he  had  prepared  on  the  history  of  agriculture,  snowing  how 
nearly  everything  we  do  now  and  many  of  our  everyday  words  have  tneir  orioJ.n 
in  agricultural  meanings  and  terms.  ^..^.i 

Graham  B.  Poyner,  v.p.  of  WPTF ,  Raleigh,  was  a  speaker,  ^national 
NATRFD  officers  participated  in  the  meet  -  Jack  Timmons    Pres  ,  KWKH,  Shreveport, 
and  Don  Tuttle,  Sec 'y-Treas. ,  WGY,  Schenectady.    Jack  and  Charlie  Slate    E.  Tex. 
Network,  Center,  Tex.,  arrived,  after  a  foggy,  zigzag  trip  ™  *a£^^ber8 
Jack  made  a  full  but  concise  report  on  NATRFD  affairs.    Long-time  NATRFD  members 
and  former  officers,  Dix  Harper  of  Chicago  and  Louis  Wilson  of  ^s^on 
participated  actively,  as  they  did  at  the  NE  regional  meeting  and  workshop  m 
New  York  a  week  before. 
Farms  Expand  in  Know-How  Revolution 

USDA  researchers  find  fewer  farms,  but  about  the  8™  f^1^*^ 
family-operated  as  25  years  ago.    Now  as  then  96  percent  of  all  farms  are  family 
operated.    In  their  study  of  these  family  farms    they  note  thao  better  farming 
has  nearly  doubled  the  work  capacity  of  farm  labor  m  the  past  quart er  of  a 
century.  Vat  has  happened  is  that  the  rising  costs  of  operating  af^a s 
made  farmers  try  for  high  output  per  man,  per  machine,  per  f arm.  Th as  has  ma de 
for  lar-er  farms  but  fewer  of  them.    The  number  of  commercial  farms  has  gone 
down  lot     The  researchers  feel  the  bigger  danger  now  is  not  .ore  big  commercial 
farms  but  that  family  farms  may  fail  to  reach  family  proporti ons.    ^ey  have 
just  issued  their  findings  in  a  report  on  "Family  Farms  in  a  Changing  Economy 
(AIB  171). 

Farming,  Business,  and  Farm-Business  ( 
This  week,  Norman  Kraeft,  WON,  Chicago,  moderated  a  "Farm  Business  Forum 
panel  half-hour  broadcast  from  the  Agricultural  Business  Confe^-r^^^nty 
?he  111.  State  Chamber  of  Commerce,  picked  up  from  Decatur.  .  Robert  An aerson, 
who  formerly  did  a  daily  farm  show  on  KCCC-TV,  Sacramento,  is  now  ass  t  mfo. 
officer  tlth  the  Cal.  Dept.  of  Ag.  .  .  .  Another  close-up  on  our  wall  is  of  Larry 

™    Qreelev    Colo.  .  .  .WEIC,  Hartford,  Frank  Atwood  recently  signed 
partneS  agreements  ^  another  batch  of  farm  boys  and  girls  buying  purebred 
dafry  calves  !t  a  youth  auction  at  Storrs  in  flCXC'.  famous  farm  youth  loan 
program. 
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Cribbed  from  the  ITATRFD  Directory 

That  very  valuable  booklet,  "Directory  of  the  national  Association  of 
television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors  1957"  has  reached  our  desk.    Its  acrostic 
introduction  spells  out  what  the  television  or  Radio  Farm  Director  is .  "THE 
T.RFD      SELLS-  Travelling  thousands  of  miles  annually,  he  keeps  in 
constant  touch  TrfEH" farm  conditions  and  his  audience.    Recording    interviews  or 
filming  features  are  part  of  his  job  and  give  his  audience  a  personal  part  in 
his  program.    Finding  new  ideas,  gathering  facts,  answering  problems  fill  his 
off-the-air  hours  and  provide  new  material  for  his  programs.    Daily  contact  with 
farm  people  and  agricultural  workers  in  his  travels  assures  the  sponsor  that  the 
TRFD  speaks  the  'farmer's  language'  -  -  "    Dix  Harper  compiled  the  directory. 

AMS  on  Livestock  Auction  Spread    (Release  Hay  l) 

In  the  May  issue  of  "Agricultural  Marketing",  USDA  will  report  the  fast 
development  of  auction  selling  and  buying  of  livestock  in  the  past  few  years . 
Also  the  increasing  number  of  auction  markets  coming  under  the  Packers  and 
Stockyards  Act.    Department  specialists  now  estimate  more  cattle  and  calves, 
nearly  as  many  sheep  and  lambs,  and  about  two-thirds  as  many  hogs  go  through 
auctions  as  are  sold  at  terminal  markets.    Iowa,  Texas,  Kansas,  Oklahoma,  Missouri, 
and  Ilebraska  have  the  most  auctions,  with  Amarillo,  Texas,  having  the  largest 
cattle  auction  in  the  world.    In  the  whole  U.S.  there  are  about  2,k00.    By  July  1, 
more  than  $00  of  these  are  expected  to  be  operating  under  the  Federal  statute 
chiefly  aimed  at  assuring  producers  of  open,  competitive  markets,  free  from  unfair 
trade  practices.    During  the  current  year,  200  eligible  markets,  mostly  in  Texas, 
Colorado,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  and  Iowa,  have  come  under  this  code  of 
ethics  in  the  livestock  industry.     If  this  program  continues,  by  the  end  of  next 
year  a  third  of  all  the  livestock  auctions  in  the  U.S.  should  be  displaying  the 
official  Government  posting  notices  irtiich  indicate  they  have  met  the  requirements  of 
the  Act.    Hot  every  auction  market  is  eligible.    Many  are  below  the  minimum  size 
required. 

Water  Supplies  and  Pollution  Warnings 

USDA  reported  today  the  Federal-State  surveys  made  last  fall  indicate 
fewer  corn  borers  in  U.S.  corn  fields  this  year  than  last,  but  still  enough  to 
cause  big  damage  -  maybe  less  in  the  ITorth  Central  States,  but  more  borers  in 
the  Eastern  States.     Last  year  they  caused  a  loss,  in  the  U.S.  of  almost  98 
million  bu.  of  corn  grown  for  grain  ....  Department  researchers  are  looking 
for  practical  ways  of  disposing  of  the  billions  of  pounds  of  waste  whey  from  cheese 
plants  which  can  cause  pollution  trouble  if  discharged  into  streams  or  public 
sewer  systems.    At  Wis.  U.  Federal-State  scientists  are  studying  the  affects  of 
dairy  wastes  on  soils  and  plants.    They  see  spray  irrigation  as  one  possible 
way  of  disposing  of  whey  and  other  dairy-plant  wastes.  .   .   .As  a  result  of  snow 
measurements  on  about  1,300  snow  courses,  plus  soil  moisture  and  water  stored  in 
200  reservoirs,  SCS  Don  Williams  warns  that  good  water  management  practices  are 
a  must  in  the  West  again  this  year.    He  estimates  water  supplies  for  summer  irriga- 
tion range  from  adequate  in  the  llorthwest  to  critically  short  in  the  Southwest. 

First  in  Overseas  Market  Promotion:    six  Japanese  trade  associations  will  join 
with  USDA  in  sponsoring  U.S.  farm  products  at  the  International  Trade  Fair  in 
Tokyo  May  5-19*    The  exhibit  will  feature  U.S.  cotton,  wheat,  tobacco,  soybeans, 
tallow,  dairy  products,  popcorn  and  dried  fruits.   .   .Earl  Jones,  former  vo.  ag. 
teacher,  and  RFD  at  KSRV,  Ontario,  Ore.  is  now  in  the  Farm  Director  job  at  Salem, 
Ore . ,  Jack  Timmons  tells  us . 
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"Murray  Cox  Week" 

When  Murray  Cox  rounded  out  his  tenth  year  as  farm  director  of  WFAA, 
Dallas ,  on  April  1,  station  management  proclaimed  "Murray  Cox  Ueek"  on  the 
station  and  in  the  Dallas  Morning  Revs.    Agricultural  luminaries  from  all  over 
sent  congratulatory  letters  and  recorded  salutes.    Altogether  it  was  a  fine 
recognition  for  a  decade  of  service. 

A  lot  of  it  is  fun,  though.    A  few  years  ago,  some  of  Murray's  admirers 
at  Wortham,  Texas,  arranged  with  the  Southern  Pacific  railroad  to  have  a  stream- 
liner bearing  Murray  to  College  Station  make  an  unscheduled  2-minute  stop  in 
their  town,  where  they  met  him  with  an  impromptu  brass  band  and.  ceremoniously 
presented  him  with  a  gaily  wrapped,  and  beribboned  package.    Back  on  the  train, 
an  exasperated  conductor  helped  Murray  unwrap  the  bundle  to  find  one  of  those 
backless,  legless  pauper's  burial  suits  -  just  the  gift  for  the  man  who  has 
everything. 

Wow  at  long  last,  we  have  a  picture  of  this  transplanted  Oklahoman  for 
our  office  wall  -  -  not  in  the  gift  suit,  but  receiving  another  award,  from  Bob 
Murdoch  of  the  East  Texas  Agricultural  Council,  for  service  to  agriculture. 

WOWi  "Reggie  Raindrop"  Hansen  Wins  Again .' 

WOW  and  WOW-TV s  (Omaha,  Feb.)  water  and  soil  conservation  film 
"Regimented  Raindrops  II"  and  related  programs  on  radio  which  Mai  Hansen,  farm 
director,  and  Arnold  Peterson,  associate  farm  director,  had  much  to  do  with, 
have  won  the  George  Foster  Peabody  Award  "for  distinguished  achievement  and 
meritorious  radio-television,  local- regional  public  service."    This  is  widely 
regarded  as  the  broadcasting  industry's  top  public  service  award.    A  double- 
barrelled  one  this  time.    Mai  showed  the  film  here,  and  we  thought  so  too. 

Net (work)  Gain 

Home  Demonstration  Week  will  be  featured  on  the  Clear  Channel  stations 
May  k  and  5  on  the  ABC  "American  Farmer"  program  and  on  CBS  Farm  News  April  27. 

New  Weed  Killers  with  Bert  Hutchison;  A  Land  Grant  College  Feature  with 
Ted  Richards,  Ext.  Radio  Ed.  of  Penn.  State;  and  an  Extension  Service  salute  to 
an  outstanding  County  Agent  will  complete  the  April  27,  "American  Farmer"  program. 

The  U.  of  Connecticut's  75th  Anniversary  gets  top  billing  the  27th  on 
the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  over  NBC. 

Operating  Loans  for  Better  Farming  is  the  USPA  TV  package  for  mailing 
Apr.  25.    In  15  pictures,  FHA  will  explain  the  new  farm  loan  procedures  and 
show  farmers  how  they  use  operating  loans. 

This  Business  of  Farming  is  now  getting  a  new  look  from  Dr.  Joseph  Yeager, 
ag.  economist  API,  in  a  series  of  twelve  30  min.  once  a  week  programs  on  the 
Alabama  Educational  Television  Network.    This  was  the  first  state-wide  education- 
al television  network  in  the  nation.    Producer-Director  Tom  Eden  reports  his 
daily  "Alabama  Farm  Facts"  -  weather-a  15  min.  Ext.  feature-current  markets  - 
is  also  going  over  great,  as  is  a  garden  show. 

Sincerely, 

'Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  L  Television  Service 

P.S.    You  can  get  more  info,  on  the  6-J  million  women  who  take  part  in  Home 
Demonstration  Ueek  from  your  County  Agent  or  State  Extension  Service. 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

April  26,  1957 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  Letter  No.  766 

This  morning  in  New  Orleans  Secretary  Benson  told  the  American  Cotton 
Shippers  Association  that  we  are  in  the  midst  of  great  scientific  changes  and 
that  a  technological  explosion  is  taking  place  on  American  farms.  Production 
per  worker  has  doubled  in  the  last  15  years.    Cotton  production  per  acre  has 
increased  65  percent.    The  Secretary  declared  this  creates  a  new  dimension  in 
farm  policy  and  makes  it  virtually  impossible  to  curtail  agricultural  output 
with  the  type  of  controls  acceptable  in  our  society.    After  discussing  other 
"stubborn  facts",  he  warned  that  markets  lost  over  a  period  of  twenty-five 
years  are  not  regained  overnight.    Rather  than  being  lulled  into  complacency 
by  the  favorable  developments  of  recent  months  -  increased  exports  and  reduced 
carryover  -  he  suggested  using  this  time  to  re-examine  the  basic  law.  He 
recommended  using  the  next  few  years,  while  we  have  the  Soil  Bank  and  the  sur- 
plus disposal  programs,  to  make  a  transition  to  a  program  more  in  the  interest 
of  cotton  farmers. 

Deferred  Grazing  Program  on  Way 

Yesterday  President  Eisenhower  signed  the  new  law  authorizing  emergency 
assistance  to  farmers  and  ranchers  for  deferred  grazing  or  limited  on  native 
grass  range.    USDA  is  moving  ahead  to  develop  practices;  to  supplement  the 
Agricultural  Conservation  Program,  and  to  be  handled  as  an  additional  ACP 
practice.    Representatives  from  four  State  ASC  committees  in  the  affected  area 
were  in  Washington  this  week  to  help  work  out  program  recommendations.    To  be 
eligible,  States  must  be  declared  drought  disaster  areas  by  the  President. 
Secretary  Benson  \iill  designate  eligible  counties  within  the  States.    As  in 
other  disaster  programs,  state  and  county  disaster  committees  will  recommend 
counties  to  be  eligible.    For  a  drought  disaster  county  to  take  part  in  the 
program,  livestock  grazing  of  native  range  must  also  make  up  a  substantial  part 
of  the  county's  ag.  economy,  and  deferred  grazing  must  be  determined  by  the 
Secretary  as  necessary  for  conserving  native  grass  in  that  county.  You'll 
get  a  copy  of  the  Secretary's  statement. 

This  Year's  Tobacco  Loan  Program 

Today  the  Department  also  announced  a  1957- crop  price  support  loan 
program  and  the  minimum  cents-per-pound  average  loan  levels  at  which  specified 
kinds  of  tobacco  will  be  supported.    Under  existing  law,  price  support  loans 
will  be  available  on  '57  crop  Bur ley,  flue-cured,  Maryland,  and  cigar  filler 

and  cigar  binder  tobacco  at  90  percent  of  parity  Reporting  on  the  Farm 

Income  Situation,  AMS  expects  seme  improvement  in  the  net  income  .farmers  realize 
this  year,  maybe  nearly  as  much  as  last  year  was  over  the  year  before.  However, 
the  economists  say  total  cash  receipts  from  farm  marketings  are  not  likely  to 
equal  those  of  '56,  but  Government  payments  to  farmers  from  the  Soil  Bank 
program  may  more  than  offset  any  reduction  in  marketing  receipts. 
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Tie-in  with  Safer  Driving 

Going  to  you  with  this  Letter  is  President  Eisenhower's  proclamation  of 
the  week  beginning  July  21  as  National  Farm  Safety  Week.    Also  the  memo  of 
Secretary  Benson  to  the  heads  of  Department  agencies  urging  all  services  to 
cooperate  to  the  fullest  in  this  safety  campaign.    Each  service  with  field 
offices  is  asking  its  field  personnel  to  do  everything  they  can  to  promote 
farm  safety  and  to  help  the  State  Extension  Services  and  other  organizations 
promoting  the  Week.    As  the  President  pointed  out,  the  death-toll  from  farm- 
work  accidents  last  year  was  higher  than  in  any  other  major  industry.  .  .  . 
Speaking  of  safety,  Roddy  Peeples,  KGNO,  Dodge  City,  Kans.,  tells  us  his  County 
Farm  Bureau  presented  him  two  automobile  safety  belts  the  other  day.    In  making 
the  presentation,  FB  Fieldman  Hamilton  said:  "We  want  to  see  to  it  that  you're 
safe  when  you're  driving  to  these  farm  meetings  and  field  days." 

Bright  Food  Outlook  for  South     (Release  May  l) 

After  a  survey  of  food  use  in  households  of  the  South,  AMS  and  ARS 
economists  see  a  bright  prospect  for  important  new  outlets  in  the  South  for 
the  commercial  food  industry.    They  note  that,  during  the  past  twenty  years, 
the  rate  of  economic  expansion  from  Delaware  to  Texas  has  outpaced  all  other 
regions  of  the  U.S.    At  the  present  time,  the  South  accounts  for  only  a  fourth 
of  the  U.S.  food  market,  although  it  has  nearly  a  third  of  the  population. 
The  economists  find,  however,  that  the  trend  is  upward.    They  expect  further 
industrial  development,  higher  incomes,  continued  shift  from  farms,  and  more 
total  people  in  this  region.    They  predict  more  food  outlay  per  person  and  a 
general  increase  in  population  which  will  bring  about  a  tremendous  expansion  in 
the  food  markets  of  the  South.    (See  May  "Ag  Marketing") 

Claude  Mahoney's  Capsule  Agriculture 

In  his  "Capsule  History  of  Agriculture"  delivered  at  the  SE  KATRFD  meet- 
ing, CBS  Claude  Mahoney  traced  to  the  land  many  of  our  words  and  phrases.  He 
said  'delirium' ,  or  the  illogical  rambling  of  a  fevered  mind,  which  we  refer 
to  as  "off  your  rocker"  literally  meant  "out  of  the  furrow".    The  race-track 
measure  furlong  was  slurred  from  furrow- long,  which  was  the  length  of  furrow  a 
healthy  ox  could  make  before  getting  out  of  breath.    Ki ne ,  the  old  plural  for 
cow,  were  used  in  making  payments  in  primitive  society;  and  changed  a  little, 
we've  carried  over  the  idea  into  payments  in"kind".    Among  the  old  Romans, 
pecus,  ox,  became  a  symbol  of  wealth,  or  pecuniary.    Claude  hinted  his  mind 
ran  to  this  form  of  riches  because  he  happens  to  live  on  Ox  Road  in  Fairfax 
County,  Va. ,  a  road  which  dates  back  to  Colonial  days,  when  oxen  pulled  rolling 
hogheads  of  tobacco  to  the  shipping  ports  along  the  Potomac  River. 

The  ups  and  downs  of  men  trying  to  make  a  living  off  the  land  down  the 
ages  show  up  in  some  of  the  milder  names  farmers  have  been  called.    In  ancient 
Rome,  a  farmer  was  a  man  vho  affirmed  or  made  certain  collections  of  taxes. 
Later,  farmer  came  to  mean  supervisor  of  part  of  the  land.    Then  near  the  end 
of  the  Middle  Ages,  the  word  came  to  mean  something  like  our  tenant  farmer. 
The  French  farmer  or  villein  became  the  vile  Englishman  or  villain.    Wow  he's 
back  making  out  tax- forms  again.    On  the  other  hand,  Claude~pointed  out,  we  get 
our  word  culture  from  the  Latin  colere ,  to  plow,  and  our  high-brow  term  for 

farming  is  agriculture  which  means  plowing  the  field  Bruno  Olson, 

WHBF-TV,  reports  that  Daylight  Saving  Time  and  station  commitments  have  cut 
out  their  "Farm  Almanac"  until  next  fall.    The  program  has  been  on  the  air  for 

the  past  3-|  years  USDA  is  encouraging  beef  eating.    Its  new  1-minute 

film,  released  to  TV  stations  for  use  as  a  public  service  spot  announcement, 
plugs  the  idea  -  part  of  Plentiful  Foods  Program. 
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Plot  to  Spring  Facts  from  Cells     Release  April  30 

If  you  judge  our  May  "Agricultural  Research"  by  the  cover,  you  may  think 
the  chicken  saves  labor  by  laying  an  egg.    According  to  the  inside  story,  it  is 
the  poultryman  who  fails  to  have  his  feed  storage  and  other  facilities  conven- 
iently arranged  who  lays  the  egg.    USDA  and  111.  Experiment  Sta. ,  cooperating, 
show  that,  over  a  year's  time,  the  efficient  producer  works  only  30  to  ho  hours 
per  ICO  layers,  while  the  average  poultry  worker  takes  250  hours.    They  say  time 
spent  in  poultry  chores  can  be  cut  80  percent.  .  .  .Now  that  prepeeled  potato  pro- 
cessors are  beginning  to  explore  the  retail  market,  researchers  point  the  way  to 
better,  cheaper  prepeeling  methods.    They  say  this  fast  expanding  business  needs 
better  processing,  packaging,  and  storing  of  its  products.  .   .  .That  radio-TV 
singing  commercial,  "You  must  never  put  bananas  in  the  refrigerator"  got  across. 
Wow  the  researchers  are  planning  to  check  the  amount  of  leakage  of  electrically 
charged  atoms  from  slices  of  different  fruits  and  vegetables  after  storage  at 
different  temperatures.    They  are  also  'cracking'  plant  cells  to  study  the 
basic  particles  in  the  cells  which  control  the  breathing  in  fruits  and  vegetables. 
They  aim  to  find  out  more  about  the  basic  process,  so  as  to  learn  how  to  better 

preserve  the  quality  of  the  produce  from  farm  to  consumer  For  further 

details  on  these  articles,  as  well  as  those  on  "Soil  Moisture  and  Crop  Nutrients", 
"Gypsy  Moths",  "Boll  Weevils",  "The  Holly  with  a  Future"  and  "Making  a  Good  Knit 
Fabric"  see  the  mag.  itself. 

Smaller  Crop  Output  -  Stocks  Large 

In  its  summary  of  the  demand  and  price  situation  yesterday,  AMS  reported 
a  cut  in  crop  production  seems  likely  this  year  -  if  farmers  carry  out  their 
spring  planting  plans  and  if  weather  conditions  are  average.    The  AMS  specialists 
figure  planted  acreage  may  be  down  3  or  h  percent  from  last  year  and  the  smallest 
since  World  War  I.    They  say  the  large  acreage  cuts  likely  for  wheat,  corn, 
cotton,  rice  and  tobacco  are  generally  in  line  with  goals  of  the  Soil  Bank 
program.    Increased  plantings  for  sorghums,  barley,  and  soybeans  will  only  partly 
offset  the  reductions.    But  carryover  stocks  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  will 
still  be  large.    Corn  stocks  may  reach  a  new  high.    Combined  output  of  livestock 
products  this  year  may  run  about  the  same  as  last  year.    They  expect  prices  to 
average  a  little  above  '56  -  with  livestock  prices  averaging  higher  and  crop 
prices  a  little  lower. 

Coming  Soon  -  June  Dairy  Month 

An  editor  coined  the  phrase  "Go  West,  young  man,  go  West,"  but  Thomas 
West,  3rd  Lord  Delaware,  first  Governor  and  Captain-General-f or-life  of  James- 
town Colony,  promoted  the  idea  nearly  350  years  ago.    Some  say  if  any  one  man 
was  founder  of  Virginia,  he  was  it.    In  the  short  time  the  pre -DDT  mosquitoes 
let  him  stay,  he  jerked  a  few  knots  in  the  Jamestown  gentlemen  who  preferred 
bowling  to  work.    Historians  credit  him  with  rescuing  the  Colony  at  least 
three  times:    First,  when  he  arrived  on  the  scene,  in  true  saw-inill  drama  style, 
just  in  the  nick  of  time  to  save  the  Colony  from  going  home;  Second,  when  he 
talked  his  London  Board  of  Directors  out  of  throwing  in  the  sponge;  and  Third, 
when  he  secured  the  shipment  of  100  head  of  dairy  and  other  cattle  to  Jamestown 
"in  six  tall  ships" .    This  June  the  milkmen  will  join  Jamestown  in  hailing  Lord 
Delaware  as  the  father  of  our  dairy  business,  with  AMS  USDA  cooperating.  Have 
you  seen  any  of  those  ships?  -  300  men,  100  kine,  and  300  swine  -  quite  a  job' 

 See  enclosure  with  this  Letter  on  the  special  milk  program  for  summer 

camps  and  similar  child-care  institutions.    That  is  the  program  to  make  more 
milk  available  to  more  children  this  summer. 
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Tribute  Paid  to  Research  Giants     (Release  April  30) 

In  its  May  issue  of  "Agricultural  Research",  USDA  salutes  two  recently- 
retired  giants  of  research:  Drs.  George  M.  Darrov  and  Henry  A.  Jones.    Dr.  Jones 
rates  as  world  authority  on  hybrid  onions.    He  made  the  fundamental  discovery 
and  developed  the  breeding  method  that  first  made  practicable  the  growing  of 
hybrid  onions  commercially.    He  taught  those  onion-growers  from  way-back,  the 
Egyptians,  how  to  improve  their  onions,  and  helped  develop  hybrid  corns  for 
southern  Europe.    His  methods  have  also  led  in  cooperative  work  in  developing 
hybrid  sorghums  and  sugarbeets,  and  high-yielding  hybrid  spinach  resistant  to 
disease.    Dr.  Darrow  is  rated  as  the  founder  of  small-fruits  research  in  the 
Department.    He  made  commercial  production  of  blueberries  possible  through 
cross-breeding  with  wild  varieties,  has  helped  develop  23  varieties  of  straw- 
berries, and  led  the  co-op  development  of  virus-free  strawberries,  now  remaking 
the  strawberry  industry. 

New  Summer  Camp  Milk  Program  in  TV  Package  form,  showing  the  program  for  getting 
more  milk  to  more  children  this  summer,  through  summer  camps  and  similar  recrea- 
tion centers,  in  Ik  photos,  for  mailing  next  Thursday,  May  2. 

New  Consumer  Information  TV_Package__Noj^  -  Plentiful  Foods  for  May  went  out 
yesterday.    Dancing  around  the  May  Pole  are  Eggs,  Beef,  and  Chicken.    Music  by 
the  Halibut-Potato- Dairy  Trio.    9  still  pictures. 

Home  Demonstration  Week  Review  will  wind  up  on  Clear  Channel  radio  stations 
with  an  outstanding  summary  by  Hollis  Seavey  and  a  Department  home  demonstrator 
next  weekend. 

Yesterday  Jules  Renaud  and  Ted  Hutchcroft  of  this  office,  gave  a  workshop 
demonstration  of  USDA  TV  package  service  before  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
National  Milk  Producers  Federation.  -  You  guessed  it,  they  featured  milk.  Then 

Jules  took  off  for  the  Regional  NATRFD  meet  in  Dallas  This  weekend, 

Janet  Christensen  of  this  office  and  Alice  Skelsey,  now  of  the  Agricultural 
Research  Service,  are  attending  the  convention  of  American  Women  in  Radio  and 
Television  in  St.  Louis  .  .  . 

Results  of  the  National  Land  Judging  Contest;  A  USDA  Home  Feature;  and  The  New 
Science  of  Handling  Materials  on  the  Farm,  with  Ted  Richards  and  Joe  McCurdy, 
of  Perm  State  University,  will  feature  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over 
NBC  network,  May  k. 

Jack  Jackson,  KCMO,  Kansas  City,  is  in  town  today.    He  and  I  had  a  meeting  with 
John  Meagher,  Thad  Brown,  and  other  officials  of  the  NARTB,  discussing  results 
of  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  last  Feb.  2.    NARTB  seems  enthusiastic  about  the 
success  of  the  Day.    A  full  report  will  be  made  to  NATRFD  at  the  spring  meeting 
here  June  16-19. 


P.S.    For  years  the  grain  trade  has  considered  changing  the  trading  unit  from 
a  bushel  to  a  hundredweight.    Today  AMS  issued  its  Marketing  Research  Report 
168,  discussing  the  advantages  and  disadvantages,  and  what  different  groups 
concerned  think  of  the  change  and  the  effects  of  such  a  shift. 


Sincerely, 


Radio  L  Television  Service 


